
Columbia County 
Board of County Commissioners 

 
Minutes of 

March 31, 2015 
SPECIAL MEETING 

 
The Columbia County Board of County Commissioners met in a special meeting at the 

auditorium of the School Board Administrative Complex at 2:00 p.m.  The meeting opened with 
prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  

 
Commissioners in Attendance:    Chairman Rusty DePratter, Scarlet Frisina,  

Ronald Williams, Bucky Nash and Everett Phillips. 
 
Others in Attendance:   County Manager Dale Williams (“CM”) 

Assistant County Manager Ben Scott (“ACM”) 
Deputy Clerk Katrina Vercher 
County Attorney Joel Foreman 
Mr. Foreman arrived late due to a court hearing. 

 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 
 
PROJECT SANDRA 
 
 Glenn Hunter, Economic Development Director presented a summary of the project and 
asked for the Board’s approval to move forward with the negotiations. See the attached 
presentation. 
 

There was a discussion. 
 

MOTION by Commissioner Williams to enter into an agreement for Project Sandra with 
the company and to give Mr. Hunter some latitude to negotiate with the company. SECOND by 
Commissioner Nash 
 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
 

Citizen Stewart Lilker asked the Board to define “latitude” and asked what it would cost 
to prepare the land.  Mr. Lilker’s questions were addressed by CM Williams and Commissioner 
DePratter. 
   

Citizen Jackie Sulek questioned the water requirements for this company and whether 
the company recycles water.  CM Williams stated that the company recycles water and uses 
approximately 6 million gallons per year. 

 



Citizen Ralph Kitchens asked how much the County will spend on this project from now 
to completion. 

 
Commissioner DePratter answered that until a contract was entered into that amount 

could not be determined. 
 

The Chairman called for a vote.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROJECT CRYSTAL CLEAR 
 
 Glenn Hunter, Economic Development Director presented a summary of the project and 
requested the Board’s approval to move forward with the negotiations. See attached 
presentation. 
 

There was a discussion. 
 

MOTION by Commissioner Nash to approve the $1,260,000 in incentives, including tax 
abatements. This being contingent on the State incentives being approved, and a job creation 
agreement. SECOND by Commissioner Williams. 
 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
 

Citizen Jackie Sulek expressed concern with the overall environmental impact, which 
included, which included concerns with the water. CM Williams addressed her concerns. 
 

Citizen Ralph Kitchens asked where the money was coming from to support this project. 
ACM Scott explained the process. 
 

Citizen Stewart Lilker asked the Board when the citizens would know if the county had 
been awarded these projects. He also voiced his concern with noise level that will be associated 
with this company, and the number of trees that would be cut down.  CM Williams addressed 
the concerns. 
 

The Chairman called for a vote.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 
 
      __________________________________ 
ATTEST:     Rusty DePratter, Chairman 
__________________________  Board of County Commissioners 
P. DeWitt Cason 
Clerk of Circuit Court 


